Since 2008 a group of LE:NOTRE member schools has been ex-
ploring the potentials of virtual classrooms and collaborative writ-
ing for landscape architecture education. The motivation for or-
ganising and analysing these teaching events has been primarily
based on three assumptions: Firstly, international student groups
can develop multicultural perspectives on the respective edu-
cational topics while working together synchronously and asyn-
chronously, thereby developing intercultural and communication
competence. Secondly, developing, documenting and archiving
both educational contents and student’s artefacts with the help
of WIKIs improve the overall educational performance. And third-
ly, collaborative teaching activities across institutional and nation-
al boundaries create fruitful synergy effects in addition to mutual
stimulation of the teaching staff. Special attention was paid on
providing possibilities for intensive cooperation of international
students in small groups in order to foster their intercultural skills.
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Image: Cooperation in the virtual classroom: students select themes from a topic map and small groups are developed on this basis

In addition, this e-learning based learning mode enables coopera-
tion of different actors from education, professional practise and
public administration without producing additional travel costs
and travel time. This potential is still unexplored for the continu-
ous professional development of landscape architects in Europe.

The organisation was done by Ellen Fetzer from Nirtingen-Geis-
lingen University in the context of the IMLA Master programme
and Diedrich Bruns and Heike Kaiser from Kassel University, part-
ly with financial support from the LE:NORTRE Mundus project.
Altogether, the seminars were attended by over one hundred
students and lecturers from about 40 different countries. A con-
tinuation is planned to start in October 2011. You may contact
Ellen Fetzer (ellen.fetzer@hfwu.de) if you wish to learn more
or get involved. A full documentation of all seminars including
lecture recordings and evaluations is available under this link:
http://draco.hfwu.de/~wikienfk5/index.php. B
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